
E INSTRUCTION MANUAL 



Thank you for purchasing the Minolta Vectis 300, The Vectis 300 is an easy to 
operate lens shutter camera from Minolta's line of Advanced Photo System™ 
cameras. Your camera features drop-in loading, a 24 - 70rnm zoom lens, and 
a wide focus frame. The sleek and compact design gives the Vectis 300 a 
sophisticated appearance suitable for any occasion. This manual is designed 
to help you understand the operation of your camera and its functions. Please 
familiarize yourself with the names of the controls and their locations on the 
camera, then read this manual thoroughly. 

* Advanced Photo System™ is a trademark of the five system developing companies. 

Adyantsgesollh^^ __ _ _ _ 

New print formats... 

Classic C print, wider H print, and panorama P print formats are available with 
Advanced Photo System cameras. 



Easier to load... 

Advanced Photo System cameras use the 

new 1X240 type film. This new film 
features drop-in-loading to make loading 
your camera simple, the first time, every 
time. Indicators on the cassette tell you 
and your camera if the film is unexposed, 
partially exposed, exposed, or processed. 
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Parti! 
po 



New processing... 
» - „' . , In addition to returning your prints in the format you 

\ • , "->- « K' selected, certified photofinishers will return your 
i ' > , '" [: "' > " Advanced Photo System film in its original cassette 
with an index print. To order reprints, simply choose 
• <'""* " *, the images you want from the index print. No more 

A . searching through negatives to find the right frame. 
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Read and understand all warnings and cautions before using this product. 



A\ WARNING 

Batteries may become hot or explode due to improper use. 

• Use only the batteries specified in this instruction manual. 

• Do not install the batteries with the polarity (+/-) reversed. 

• Do not subject batteries to fire or high temperatures. 

• Do not attempt to recharge, short, or disassemble. 

• Tape over lithium battery contacts before disposal. Follow local codes 
for battery disposal. 

Use caution, accidents may occur when using this product near young 
children. 
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Kprf> battoiM ii' things that could be swallowed away from young 
■ (ulu'ren. i \jhi.ji t a doctor immediately if an object is swal/owed. 

Immediately remove the batteries and discontinue use if... 

• the camera is dropped or subjected to an impact in which the interior 
is exposed. 

• the product emits a strange smell, heat, or smoke. 

The lens retracts when the camera is turned off or Auto Power Off is 

activated. Touching the lens barrel while it is retracting may cause injury. 

Do not disassemble. Electric shock may occur if a high voltage circuit 
inside the camera is touched. Take your camera to a Minolta Service 
hmlity when repairs are required. 
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For information on specific parts, refer to the page numbers shown in parenthesis. 



DgtaJPanel 

Title/Date-time/Film speed indicator Title mark 



Self-timer 

indicator (',£•,) 

Flash mode 
indicators (36) 



'8888:88^/ 

AUTO 



Battery-condition 
indicator (15) 



Frame counter 



Remolo-oontrol 

indicator (58) 



• i Film transport 
signals 



Film cassette mark 



• Only the necessary indicators will appear in the data panel, 
8 



EM] 



I Ui;4i lamp (orange) 



oh 


flash charged 




IJSP HiC h t'T mpod 


t.v-t blinking 


fia'.ii i'h,uijini| 



frame 



Close-framing guide (25) 



Fot ti'> lamp i 


JI>>CIiS 


lamp uii 


lo< us Ok 




k.i:us '\innot 1 v < unfit m< <l 


slow Diinwng 


ut special iocus snuauoii 




(PJ6)_ 


! ! i' i blinking 


too close 



9 



TIN I;,,.*'*] i !;:£?) 



1 . insert the 2. Turn the camera 3. Select the print 

battery (p. 14). on, then insert format (p. 21). 
the film (p. 16). 
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4 Frame the 
subject as 
desired (p. 22). 



w 



5. Center your 
subject in the 
focus frame 
{pp. 22-23). 




6. Press the 
shutter-release 
button all the 
way down to 
take the picture 
(P- 23). 



mm 
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BASIC OPERATION 
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Attach the strap as shown. 



A bun. .it key is included on the strap for 
;ih"Jt»iiitj Ihe Date button and Manual-rewind 
button 
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Your camera uses one 3-voIt CR-2 lithium 
battery to supply power for all camera 
operations, 

1 . Open the battery chamber as 
shown. 

2. Insert the battery into the chamber 
as indicated by the + and - marks. 

3. Close the battery chamber. 

• Aftor installing a new battery, reset the date 
and time (p. 44). 



f ai:h time the ttiiiin i.wiiclt i:» tiiiin-ti on, a symbol will appear in the data 

[' .lit I I" Midi, 'li 'th |h i'-v! I ,t.ili. ' f Hi' iMtt' f>, 
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Power is sufficient, 
but the battery wits 
have to be teplaeed 
soon. 



Replace the battery. 
The shutter will lock 
until the battery is 
replaced. 



• If no display appears, replace the battery or check that it is inserted correctly, 

• To save power, your camera will shut down and retract the lens if it is not operated 
for more than eight minutes. Press the main switch to restore power. 

• Do not obstruct the lens while it is retracting. 
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YOU Uii.lCIJ UL,Vi> \K2'\I) iVpC- f . ! ! r I liC-SiQtHH'l 1nr i>:]C 111 /ViV.'iiK.T" ! 'MiO'lO 

System cameras. 

• Your camera's automatic transport system loads the film, sets the film 
speed, and advances the film after each exposure. 

• After loading, the film chamber cannot be opened until rewind has been 
initiated. 

• DEP, Double Exposure Prevention, prevents the camera from accepting 
exposed film. 

• This camera will only load film with the • mark current. 
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Visual fxposiure indiuUo:i» 

• The current VEI has a white indicator behind it, 
VEI MEANING 

O UNEXPOSED 
D PARTIALLY EXPOSED 
U EXPOSED 
0 PROCESSED 

1. Press the main switch to turn the 
camera on, 

• Film can be loaded when the camera is on or off. 

• If film is loaded with the camera off, all 
indicators in the data panel will disappear after 
the number of frames remaining is displayed. 



Continued on following page. 



1. lutu camera upside mmn, Ihvrs 

turn the film-chamber release in. the 
direction indicated. The film-chamber 
door will open partway. 



3. Open the film-chamber door and insert 
the cassette into the film chamber. 



until it clicks. 

The camera will display the cassette mark and 
the film's ISC) in the data panel, then advance 
the film to the first frame. The frame counter 
will display the number of frames remaining 
on the roll. 

t load film without an operational battery 
in the camera. 

Do not hold or turn the release when 
closing the door. If the release is turned, the 
film will not load properly; the cassette's VEI 
indicator will change to u and the film cannot 
be used. 



Continued on following page. 



If 0 and Hie till 1 1 hanspori sijnuls bimk in iiu; 
panel, turn the film chamber release, open the 
chamber, then remove the film. 

- If the film's current VEI is X . insert a new roll of film. 

- If a partially exposed roll of film was loaded into this 
camera, the VEI has been changed from ► to X . 

- If a processed roll of film was loaded into this camera, 
the VEI has been changed from ■ to X. 

- If the film's current VEI is •, remove the film, remove 
and reinsert the battery, then reload the film. If the film 
will not load, contact the nearest authorized Minolta 
Service Facility. 



1. Press the ifidin switch to turn the 

camera on. 
• The camera is set for fully-automatic operation 
and the flash will fire automatically when 
necessary. 

2. Select the print format. The viewfinder 
will change to match your selection. 

Hold the camera steady, making sure your 
fingers do not cover the flash. If you are taking 
n vorticatly framed picture, turn the camera so 
thr flash is on top. 



Continued on following page. 
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3. Looking ihrough 1 , me 

the subject as desired. 

Press the W zoom button to zoom out. 

Press theT zoom button to zoom in. 



4. Center your subject in the focus 
frame, then press the shutter-release 
button partway down. 



distance (unless :fc is selected). 

* If the orange flash lamp blinks quickly, the flash is not charged. 

• Press the shutter-release button with a slow steady squeeze - never a 
quick jab. 

5. When the green focus lamp glows, 
press the shutter-release button all- 
the-way down to take the picture. 

• Turn the camera off after use. 

* Do not hold or obstruct the lens barrel. 
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i'ia; yiuon iuCUd -IaiVip will bi.nk sapeiiy «lw> :4mitcn will lo<.k win ■ > yuii 
are closer than the focus distance indicated below. 



f ocal Length 


24mm 


70mm 


Punt f-ormal 


All 


C ot H 


p 


1 oi u-. Distance 


0 'tn 


0 4m oo 


0.8m - oo 




(1 .3 ft. - oo) 


(1.3ft.-oc) 


(2.6 ft. - co) 



• if the camera can not determine the focus distance, the green focus-lamp will 
blink slowly and the picture may not be in focus. 
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Correct 



When your subject is closer than 1m (3.3 ft.) 

(i 7m (5.6 ft.) in Panorama format), compose 
your picture within the close-framing, guide 
using focus hold if necessary (see p. 28). 



Not Correct 



Some scenes or subjects, like the examples below, are difficult for the 
autofocus system to lock on to. When the focus will not lock, focus hold 
(p. 28) on another object the same distance from you as your main 
subject, recornpose, then press the shutter-release button all-the-way 
down to take the picture. 




When a very bright or 
low contrast area fills 
the focus frame. 



The green focus lamp 
will blink slowly to 
warn you that focus 
may not be accurate. 
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When your subject is 
near a very bright 
object or area. 



When two subjects 
overlap in the focus 
frame. 

When a subject 
composed of alternating 
light and dark lines fills 
the focus frame. 



I ; iv- qnK'ii fi u,uii lump 
n :>v (jK.Hv, but Ui'.: 
!<n;iis may n> A be 
(iCinir.Ut; 



The green focus lamp 
may glow, but the 
focus may not be 
accurate. 



The green focus lamp 
will blink slowly to 
warn you that focus 

may not be accurate. 
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i j : -i:hj<:r:i;- onic-id;.- Ihr; ku U'-: i r :imo may iuii 

be in focus. Use focus hold to ensure 
accurate focusing. 



1. Center your subject in the focus 
frame. 



■HP 



fm 
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» • any i iwiy y iy «fh utt©r™r©f ©38© 
button partway down until the 
green focus lamp glows. 



3. Without lifting your finger, 
recompose the picture and press 

the shutter-release button all-the- 

way down to take the picture. 

• Lift your finger from the shutter-release 
button to cancel focus hold. 
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Yum cainoia automatically ihwiii-x 1 1 fjim inio iho <-»:;:>;'( 

exposure. 
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1 . Wait for the film to completely rewind 
into the cassette. 

• The frame counter will count down during rewind. 

• I) will appear in the frame counter and a will blink 
when the film is rewound. 




2. Turn the camera upside-down and 
turn the film-chamber release to open 
the film-chamber, 

3. Open the film-chamber and remove 
the film. 

• The film's VEI indicator will be x 
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blinks in the data panel. 



_ et 



MANMAL..RIMND _ 

Use manual rewind to rewind the t>ln ■ i>iw, tl , the roll is finished. 



C! 



1 . Gently press the manual rewind 
button using the button key. 

2, Hollow steps 1- 3 from automatic 
rewind. 
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:' ur ix.".-t iouiit:», iako yuiir tilm to ;i Ojilitk'if 
Advanced Photo System photofinisher 
displaying this symbol (see p. 64). 
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USING THE BUILT-IN FLASH 

When you turn the camera on, the built-in flash is set to autoflash or 
autoflash with red-eye reduction, whichever mode was used last. The 
flash will fire automatically when necessary. 
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With the shutter-release button pressed partway 
down: 

• If the orange flash lamp blinks rapidly, the 
flash is charging. Wait until it glows steadily, 
then take the picture, 

• If the orange flash lamp blinks slowly, your 
scene is too dark for a hand-held picture. Use 
the flash or place your camera on a tripod. 



The uincjo o! tho built -in il.-tsn depend'; on the film sp 
length you an' usiiaj, lu i nsure proper exposure, rri£ 
hi pooitiomsu within Hu* Hash range, 
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Besides aufoflash mode fc™ , autoflash with red-eye reduction *«« , manual 
fill-flash 4 , night portrait B, or flash cancel ® can be selected. 

Press the flash mode button until the 
desired indicator appears in the data 

panel. 

• Flash modes remain selected after the picture 
is taken. 




-.1 mm. Ati.i 
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Use the built (ft tKvJi s rod-* 7c khIuciiuh mode io reduce the red-eye 
oflect when phoHxjiaphiny people; 01 animals at night or in low light 
situations I In? fla r ;h wiil liif a trw --.hoit bursts before the main flash burst 
to reduce the red-eye effect. 



o o.. 



Press the flash mode button until 4S ro 
appears in the data panel. 

• Warn your subject that the flash will fire a few 
short bursts just before the picture is taken. 

• The flash mode remains selected after you 
take the picture. 
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' In ii-i; >.vi I utc yi/jii'i'i !!;;• •■>mit.!i i". ic! oa! mi I roy irdioi-:; ot liyinirio Use 

manual fill flash to reduce harsh shadows on your subject's face. 



O 

4 ° 



Press the flash mode button until % 
appears in the data panel. 

The flash mode remains selected after you 
take the picture. 
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